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ANDRÉ LOSCH FONDATION AND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF LUXEMBOURG

André Losch Fondation is a recognised charity 
that supports projects dedicated to young 
people in the Grand Duchy, in the fields of 
education, social cohesion, scientific research 
and health. It aims to contribute to the 
development of a more equal, sustainable and 
cohesive society.

The Fondation was created in 2009 by André 
Losch (1934-2016), a leading figure in the 
Luxembourg business and philanthropic 
world. André Losch wished to encourage 
the development of charitable projects by 
allocating funds for philanthropic purposes.  
  
An entrepreneur and fervent supporter and 
friend of the University of Luxembourg, André 
Losch has generously supported various 
University projects through the André Losch 
Fondation, including biomedical research and 
research into rare childhood diseases.

A prolific relationship since 2015 
The University of Luxembourg and the 
foundations created by André Losch have 
been collaborating for six years on donations 
for activities, events and research. In 2015, 
the Fondation offered to the University its 
first donation for Prof. Paul Wilmes’ COSMIC 
project, which studies the gut microbiome’s 
influence on children’s health.

André Losch Fondation contributes to the 
“Scienteens Lab – De Labo fir Jonker”, of the 
Luxembourg Centre for Systems Biomedicine 
(LCSB), which inspires high school students’ 
interest in science by organising scientific 
workshops. The Fondation also supports 
various other research projects, including the 
project dedicated to Gilbert Trausch at the 
Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and 
Digital History (C²DH) and the programme 
on gender representation in textbooks at the 
Faculty of Humanities, Education and Social 
Sciences.

Support for COVID-19 activities
More recently, the Fondation has significantly 
contributed to the funding of COVID-19-
related research projects under the umbrella 
of Research Luxembourg and has contributed 
to food vouchers offered to students in 
response to the pandemic. The Fondation 
also sponsored the “PANDEMIC” project, 
which assesses the impact of COVID-19 on 
individuals and societies.

The Cloud fulfils one of André Losch’s visions: 
a contemporary building that will influence the 
architecture of the new Kirchberg campus. 
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THE CLOUD: GENESIS OF THE PROJECT

ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION
The building will be the showcase of the new university campus as well as a formidable landmark for a 
district that has already attracted world-renowned architects.

In 2019, The Fondation launched an architectural competition for the construction of the building. Three 
architectural firms responded to the bid: OMA / Rem Koolhaas from the Netherlands in collaboration with 
the Luxembourg firm Jim Clemes Associates; SANAA / Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa from Japan 
in collaboration with the Luxembourg firm Fabeck Architectes; and BIG / Bjarke Ingels from Denmark in 
collaboration with the Luxembourg firm Metaform.

The jury was chaired by the renowned French architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte. The other members were 
Lydie Polfer, mayor of the City of Luxembourg; Félicie Weycker, president of the Fonds d’Urbanisation 
et d’Aménagement du Plateau de Kirchberg; Louis Reuter, deputy director of the Administration des 
Bâtiments Publics; and Prof. Stéphane Pallage, rector of the University of Luxembourg. Pierre Ahlborn,
Pit Reckinger, Pit Hentgen, Jean Hoss and Philippe Hoss represented the Fondation on the jury panel. 

THE JURY’S CHOICE: SANAA
The jury deliberated on 28 February 2020. The Japanese architectural firm SANAA was selected to design 
and implement the project in cooperation with the Luxembourg architectural firm Fabeck Architectes. 

The project, presented by famous Japanese architects Kazuyo Sejima and her associate Ryue Nishizawa, 
convinced the jury with its fluid lines and permeability. The SANAA project won the jury’s approval also for 
its simplicity, openness and transparency, allowing for interaction between building users and the public 
of the adjacent neighbourhoods.
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SANAA
SANAA is an architecture and design firm based in Tokyo, Japan, founded by Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue 
Nishizawa in 1995. 

Kazuyo Sejima (born in 1956 in Ibaraki, Japan) studied architecture at the Japan Women’s University. In 
1987 she opened her own studio, Kazuyo Sejima & Associates. In 1995, together with Ryue Nishizawa, 
she founded SANAA. She is currently a professor at the Polytechnic University of Milan and the Yokohama 
Graduate School of Architecture. (Y-GSA), and teaches at the Japan Women’s University and the Osaka 
University of Arts as a visiting lecturer.

Ryue Nishizawa (born in 1966 in Tokyo, Japan) studied architecture at Yokohama National University. In 1995, 
he opened SANAA with Kazuyo Sejima, and in 1997 he founded Office of Ryue Nishizawa. He is currently a 
professor at the Yokohama Graduate School of Architecture (Y-GSA).   

SANAA is an international group of architects and staff working on large-scale projects ranging from 
residential architecture and interior design to large complex buildings and urban planning, while also offering 
product and furniture design. The firm approaches each project with a fresh perspective, trusting that each 
design stems from site- and programme-specific conditions. Each project is unique and closely monitored by 
the two founding members, as well as by partners Yoshitaka Tanase, Yumiko Yamada, Rikiya Yamamoto, Lucy 
Styles and Francesca Singer. 
 
A portfolio of prestigious achievements    

The firm has built its reputation on prestigious projects, including the Samaritaine in Paris, the Sydney 
Modern art gallery, the Grace Farms nature and cultural centre in Connecticut, the Hungarian National 
Gallery in Budapest, the Naoshima Port Terminal in Japan and the Rolex Learning Centre in Lausanne. 

Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa jointly received the Golden Lion at the 9th Venice Architecture Biennale 
in 2004 and the Pritzker Award in 2010. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
As the building is envisioned as the gateway to the future campus, it was important to upgrade its 
connectivity with Avenue J.F. Kennedy (Av. J.F.K) in order to encourage pedestrians to walk through 
and enjoy the new sheltered outdoor space. The architects decided to free up the ground floor as much 
as possible in order to create total transparency between these two spaces. The grounds extend right 
underneath the building, creating total continuity with the surroundings.  
  
The project is organised into three sub-components: The teaching spaces and offices are located in the first 
basement, connected to the public space by three courtyards. The public space is spread over the ground 
floor and the first floor. The first floors houses the largest hall in the building. 
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Transparency is a key element of the project and is ubiquitous on all levels. On the first floor, the large, 
entirely transparent main hall opens onto the grounds and into Avenue J.F.K. This floor’s undulating wall 
provides a break from the Avenue’s rigidity, welcoming people in and giving the site a human dimension.

The project stretches over three levels. 

• The ground floor houses the entrance area 
and two amphitheatres of a 40-person capacity 
for events organisation.  

• The first floor houses the main hall, which 
accommodates 450-person and can be divided 
into two sub-spaces for greater flexibility of 
use. This auditorium is surrounded by several 
areas, including a café facing the park and 
multifunctional areas.

• The first basement houses the so-called 
“quiet” spaces. The teaching area includes 
classrooms, seminar rooms and practical 
training rooms as well as the University 
administration offices. This area is connected 
to the ground floor via three courtyards, which 
bring in natural light.

SANAA has designed an organic structure that flows 
along Avenue J.F.K., gently breaking with the continuity 
of the urban environment to create a sense of relief, 
inviting visitors to mingle with the space.

Bringing the auditorium project up to a height of seven 
metres allows the adjacent grounds to extend under 
this canopy and become integrated into the project’s 
entities, whether through the reflections on the first-
floor facade or in the basement’s courtyards. The 
project becomes a three-dimensional space.

The building overlooks the grounds and floats like a 
cloud above Avenue J.F.K. The new gateway to the 
University’s Kirchberg campus features a roofed plaza 
on the ground floor for the enjoyment of  all users, 
creating a venue for meetings and exchanges and 
reflecting the spirit of the University of Luxembourg. 
 

An organic structure
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A SHRINE OF KNOWLEDGE 
IN THE HEART OF KIRCHBERG

The building is designed to serve as an anchor for urban development on the future Kirchberg university 
campus.  The building will be located on Avenue J.F.K., near the “Universitéit” tram station, between the 
Kirchberg central park and the University’s SnT (Interdisciplinary Centre for Security, Reliability and Trust).  

The project is part of a wider context of the development of the Kirchberg plateau, with projects encouraging 
community life and diversifying the offer for housing, local shops and cultural activities. Public, individual 
and university spheres meet here to create a new forum for the neighbourhood and the city. This building is 
designed to become an attractive social spacefor meeting and exchange as well as a natural extension of the 
surrounding grounds.
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THE PROJECT IN FIGURES

Site 

1 760m2

Project area 

1 390m2

Project area

4 000m2

Structure

Steel and 
concrete 
mix 

Large room

450 
seats 

Number of floors

4 levels  
(Basement 2: technical, Basement 1: Teaching + Offices, Ground floor: 
Entrance + Amphitheatre, Level 1: Foyer + Large Hall + Multifunctional 
Rooms) 

Provisional schedule

Start of design 2020 - Delivery early 2025

PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS
A steering committee, made up of representatives of the government, the University, the project 
management team and the Fondation, ensures that the needs and interests of each stakeholder are 
considered. The committee meets regularly to ensure the project’s proper advancement and to validate 
key steps.

The project management team assisting SANAA throughout the project includes:

Contracting authority
André Losch Fondation

Final beneficiary
University of Luxembourg

Project Manager
Beissel & Ruppert s.à.r.l.

Local architectural firm: Fabeck Architectes s.à r.l. 

Structural execution engineer: TESS

Structural execution engineer: Simon Christiansen

Electrical engineer - MEP: Amstein & Walthert

Acoustic engineer: Lamoureux 
Energy & Environment: Commodo - Incommodo

Energy concept: Transsolar Energietechnik
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A CIRCULAR AND OPEN DESIGN WITHIN A 
SUSTAINABLE IMPLEMENTATION 
The project aims to create a multifunctional and flexible university building. These criteria reflect the evolving   
expectations on universities today.

Sustainability in architecture refers to the balance between economic, ecological, technical and aesthetic 
aspects and their long-term value in the construction and operation of a building. These considerations are 
reflected in: 

• a high level of comfort for users and good accessibility, 
• the thermic quality of the building’s shell and energy efficiency, 
• sustainable resources management (water use, CO² emissions),  
• cost optimisation over the building’s entire life cycle.
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A sustainable architectural approach reflected at several levels 

The building is designed so that users perceive it as a futuristic project. Several features will make the 
building sustainable, such as the concept of temperature on the first floor: this space is considered a 
temperate space. The circulation area, called “Foyer” is designed as a continuous extension of the external 
circulation compound, which significantly reduces heating requirements for this area. 

This area becomes a buffer zone between interior and exterior parts, allowing for considerable energy 
reduction during the production and installation of the facade, as well as the energy required for heating and 
cooling the building. This architectural strategy allows for a smooth transition between the different project’s 
ambiances and reinforces the idea of continuity between the park, the public space and the auditorium.

The facade is essentially transparent and the design allows for 360° views, ensuring that the building is 
shrouded in natural light throughout the day, minimising the need for artificial lighting.

The first-floor facade curves offer the surroundings permanent reflection, enabling the project to be fully 
integrated into the site. The Cloud, the new gateway to the University, will be a unifying multifunctional 
space.
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Whereas in most conference and auditorium projects, the main room is an opaque box, The Cloud offers a 
450-person room that is entirely transparent, open to its surroundings and in constant dialogue with outside 
activities. This transparency will animate the Avenue J.F.K throughout the year. Inside and outside spaces blend 
together; they ultimately become one. 

The creation of this new ground floor square gives the project a social dimension in addition to its environmental 
aspects. This new roofed space becomes a meeting point for the campus and the surrounding area. 
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