ummmmm though not
influenced him/her, and the
mamw

indicated that the borders were not static
lines, it was the process of bordering, driven
by the shifts of power.

Salmkﬂu!mmmmdhummmlnd :

my grandparents even
lived right on the border. That kind of has stayed with me. And
I got interested in borders.

So my family actually is from the very north of Austria, very close
to the Czech border. My parents were born directly on the Czech
border. My always told me stories about... | mean,
my grandmother was born in 1910 and so when | was born, of
course, the world was different but she always told me about the
Austro-Hu ian empires, she told me about the times before

Second Worid War. So then the border was gone again for a
whﬂnmmm-bmurumewlndlhenmmmlhs
Iron Curtain.

Relevant: by repeatedly stating “be very well
aware of the fact that", the narrator

highligh
ife had been disrupted by border, which

And when | grew up we had the Iron Curtain, and | was very
well aware of the fact that there was an Iron Curtain there that
basically kept people on the other side from coming to our side.
1 was very well aware of the fact that the town had been
npamadbymdwrbln I was very well aware of the fact that

families have been separated and | was really intrigued by that
as a child.

And as a student, | went to study at the University of Texas at
Austin. | was still young then and this was the earfy 1990s and
this was right after the fall of the lron Curtain. | was not at that
point interested strangely enough in the fall of the Iron Curtain.

Now | think, you know, | should have been and now I'm kind of
like why didn't I go to Beriin in 89, you know? But at that point |
was only interested in the U.S.-Mexican border and I think that

‘happens, right? That you want to go away.

| always consider myself fortunate that | grew up on the one
side of the border and | looked across that fence and I could

Relevant: The childhood memory of being
control

see those, you know, guys who had these kinds of, well,
they looked like hunting posts, you know, undlhoykmdol
looked at us with binoculars as children playing.

visible. The diy
between “our side” and ‘the other side” was.
physically and militariy enforced.

Igdirmmmdhallnrbotdorumlnhonlmummnmll
the University of Vienna. | decided to study border literature, I'm a
literature person, and I got interested in the U.S.-Mexican border. So
mat’amyﬁoldolupomu

know, who live north and south of the border.

|

Nawﬂmbomomollmglm Mmmmg that's always

mixing,
interesting things going on. And this
is something that stayed with me forever, I think.

Akey feature of borderlands

So I guess I'm interested in places and, you know, the first thing that
comnhmynmdrathatbwdcnlandofwt"wuphplmyw

forms of knowiedge that emerge in border

the Saarfand, kammmmmmymﬂm
pnnoIGonmwymdimMolanw llwulnmdopon

you
know, niahndnh very distinct regional identity, which | like very
‘much, and which | find fascinating because it also allows me now to
draw comparisons, so what | do now is called comparative border
studies...

And then in Texas, | studied the work of Gloria Anzaldua, and her
famous book Borderlands / La Frontera. And | started to understand
that, of course, the term borders and borders mean more than just
temitorial borders. You know, there's language borders and, as you
said, racial borders and borders of religion, psychological borders
and so on. And then a whole new kind of other field opened up and
1 got interested in all sorts of different borders.

Hybrid knowledge produced within ’
borderland spaces

A

‘Open up a whole new kind of other '
field




