borders, , are.
not fixed or static lines, they are in the shifting
boundary conditions.

we have physical borders that could be real and demarcated.
Moving maps though, so maps move, lines of demarcation move,
so real and then also imagined, that this is something that we
> conceptualize, and that growing up in a borderfands region, and —
I'm specifically going to talk about the south, like Texas, California,
border states in the United States.

And so | grew up in & town called San Antonio, Texas. It's in
South Texas and until recently that would be a safe place to travel
to and settie if you were from Mexico because no longer would
border patrol come there. Things are shifting very rapidly in the
United States and Texas.Primarily in my career I've worked in a The notion of Texas in the border right now, it's really interesting

number of states but primarily in Texas and in California, which because it's divided by a river right now, the Texas-Mexico border,
y . were border states, and my experience, I've worked on the Texas- —P| but it used to be that border, it moved south. That was after the —
So my understanding of this notion of borders, what | heard Mexico border. So | worked where | would have to cross United States was even established. They kept moving it more and
growing up in San Antonio is | didn't cross the border, the border checkpoints inside the United States to go to my work or to come more south.

crossed me. back[...]
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And South Texas, where | live, right now | live very close fo the

border. | moved away from South Texas for many years. | was
probably away for about 20 years and returned. The region that |
live in right now is very rich. It's very diverse. And for me growing
up in that kind of environment in South Texas, | grew up with
hearing Spanish and English, right? So when | went away to Cultural mixing in
school and to fly home and hearing Spanish in the airplane, I'm South Texas

So again, real and imagined, and even if away from the border, and
1 would say that there's an internalization, people internalize that as
an identity too, being both. And especially | would say, | have many
friends that are bilingual and kind of living in two cultures at the

This reveals that for people who live in a
dynamic border areas, their identity is not
defined by insider or outsider, it is about

This demonstrates the diverse and dynamic
border cultures, reflected in the everyday
‘embrace of language and food in South

Texas.

like, oh I'm almost home, | hear Spanish again. And that's better. 5 o being both even away from the border.
Texas itselfis a combination of cultures, and much of it is Serre,Bme, o mukiple, even more fian e, culives:
definitely influenced by Mexican culture. Definitely the notion of
Tex-Mex and food, and there's a little arrogance about food, that
it's better, this combination, this mixing, right?
Narrator:
Tech
Hierarchy of humanity:
Colonisation: land Iilegality when one is value judgment on
Prison, a metaphor for by invasion on the arbitrary border immige
rants.
strong borders and genocide

1 also do research in the criminal justice system. So those are really
strong borders, right? You can't leave the confines of a prison, for
instance. There are walls, there are wires. There are things that are
a border that say keep out or go in, right? So | can definitely see
there's a physical closing or a physical opening if we think about
borders

Linked to the narrator’s academic

implicit the power
extreme restated of free, the confinement

Even Thanksgiving as a kind of problematic holiday, which Native
Americans basically saved the white settlers when they arrived, they
fed them because they would have starved and died, and now thinking
back maybe they should have done that. They didn do that. So it's a
story to us. And then that story, think about crossing borders, people
were invading the Americas and actually participated in genocide. So
the story, | mean giving blankets to Native Americans, knowing that
they would get sick because they didn't have the same immunities, for
instance, for smallpox and & lot of ilinesses that came from Europe,
was on purpose and it was an invasion.

1 see borders in relation to where one lives as being completely
arbitrary, and in some cases, like the United States example, every
single holding in the United States is problematic. There is not one area
that is, | would say, an authentic or deserved or whatever kind of
notion. Every single piece is in some way problematic. Native
Americans, their lands were completsly just taken and really put info
dire straits. And really, the examples, the number of people that died is
a form of genocide is what happened.

The United Sates itself was formed by the
border crossings and the colonisation. This
colonial land the

violence and dehumanisation of these acts:
the lands were taken by force and mass

suffering of Indigenous people.

the work that | do in the borderlands, the work that I do is in the
criminal justice system, primarily with mothers, women, people that
are silenced, and | have a strong commitment to social justice. And
for me like having a notion where you can be in both spaces and then
also not dehumanizing people just because maybe they’re on the
wrong side of the arbitrary border. | know for my own family too, we
were able fo migrate and immigrate info the United States from
famine and were not really welcomed but tolerated, so that's
something that right now we're seeing. I'm troubled to hear so many
people be so negative about the notion of border crossing and
barderiands.

So obviously, you know, like you mentioned Schengen Zone and we
can generally can speak about Fortress Europe, and it consists not only
of borders in its like classical meaning as a fence, as a protected
border crossing but also as paper walls, in order to obtain documents in
order fo enter the country, many people struggle and cannot manage
actually not even to cross the border but fo get over the paperwork, to
get a visa, to get a residence permit. And that's why, like, obviously, this
political regulation and power dimension is important.

Emphases that illegality is not personal
crime, but a legal status imposed by
geopolitical arbitrary positions.

The value judgement transforms the
physical border into a social test, evaluating
the immigrants by critaria of who is good
‘enough or right to welcome and integrate.




