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“Indeed, | must point to my childhood,
my youth, my intellectual and moral
development, as they laid the
foundations for my entire life.”

Address by Robert Schuman, inauguration of the Maison Victor Hugo,
Vianden, on 1 August 1948



Birth, childhood
and education
in Luxembourg



Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Robert Schuman was
born on 29 June 1886 in Clausen, a peaceful
suburb of Luxembourg City. He grew up

in a large house surrounded by greenery,
somewhat isolated at the foot of the rocky
outcrop. The Church of Saint Cunégonde,
next to his house, played an important role in
the life of young Robert, who was brought up
in the Catholic faith by devout parents.

His father, Jean-Pierre Schuman, was a
landowner from Evrange, a village in the
French region of Lorraine just over the
border with Luxembourg. He was born as

a Frenchman but became a German citizen
after the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine to the
German Empire in 1871.

Robert Schuman’s mother, Eugénie Duren,

a young Luxembourger from Bettembourg,
was a sensitive and deeply religious woman.
When she married in 1884, she took her
husband’s nationality, so Robert Schuman
was born as a German citizen.




In 1892, a quiet but academically gifted
child, he went straight into the third
year of the primary school in Clausen.

Four years later, the young Schuman joined
the Athénée de Luxembourg.




“Luxembourgish teachers taught me
the language, which is my national
language. They taught me the French
classics with a passion... a contagious
passion.”

Address by Robert Schuman, inauguration of the Maison Victor Hugo,
Vianden, on 1 August 1948










University studies
to World War I
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After obtaining his school leaving certificate
in Luxembourg, Robert Schuman decided to
leave the country of his birth and attend the
Kaiserlisches Lyzeum in Metz. He completed
his Abitur in 1904, which gave him access to
the most prestigious German universities.

As a law student, he began his studies in
Bonn and continued with courses in Berlin,
Munich and Strasbourg.




During this period Robert Schuman

joined Unitas, a Catholic student activist
organisation with which he would continue to
be involved throughout his life.

At the age of 24, he successfully defended
his PhD in Civil Law in Strasbourg.




During his studies, Robert Schuman exchanged regular
letters with his mother, with whom he was very close.




However, the wise words of his friends gave
him the strength he needed to pursue his
studies. In 1912 he was admitted to the Bar
in Alsace-Lorraine, opened a legal practice in
Metz and continued to play an active role in
the Catholic community in Lorraine.

But in August 1911, the young Robert
suffered a devastating blow when his mother
died in a tragic carriage accident. He was
deeply affected by the loss and considered
joining the priesthood.




In 1914, the First World War broke out.

Excused from military service in 1908, Robert
Schuman was initially engaged as a soldier in
a non-combat unit in the German army

in Metz.

In 1915 he was assigned to administrative
tasks in the Kreisdirektion in Bolchen, where
he remained until the end of the war.




German soldiers in Bolchen,
18 September 1914




After four long years of fighting, the war came to an end, leaving
millions of dead and wounded in its wake. With the victory of the
Allies, Lorraine and Alsace were reintegrated into France, and Robert
Schuman became a French citizen at the age of 32.




The front page of
Le Petit Journal,
8 December 1918







French member
of parliament to
World War II
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Schuman was soon noticed for his legal skill, multilingual capabilities
and experience on the ground, and he was approached by the Catholic
community and asked to stand in the elections in November 1919.
After some initial hesitations, he eventually agreed to stand on the list for
the Union républicaine lorraine party and was elected as a member of
parliament for Moselle. He was subsequently re-elected at every election.




Telegram of
congratulations from
Joseph Bech to

Robert Schuman, 1959
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In spring 1926, Schuman bought a house in
Scy-Chazelles, near Metz.

He lived in the modestly furnished property
with his loyal housekeeper, Marie Kelle,
until his death.




He travelled extensively during this period, whether in connection
with his parliamentary activities or in a private capacity.
On a political level, he continued to defend Alsace-Lorraine and
the region’s specific needs.




In dramatic circumstances, Robert Schuman
was given his first ministerial post.

In March 1940, he was appointed as
Parliamentary Undersecretary of State for
Refugees in the government headed by Paul
Reynaud. His mission was to help the tens of
thousands of refugees from Alsace-Lorraine.

In 1939, Europe was torn apart once again
with the outbreak of World War II.




A few months later, Marshal Pétain signed
the armistice and France was divided in two.
On 10 July the National Assembly was
convened in Vichy and Schuman was one
of 569 members who voted to grant full
powers to Marshal Pétain, with 80 votes
against and 17 abstentions.

But Schuman refused to participate in the
new government and returned to Metz.

He was arrested by the Gestapo and
imprisoned, then placed under house arrest
in Neustadt, Germany. In summer 1942,

he escaped under a false identity and
headed for Lyon, but he was forced into
hiding when the Germans invaded southern
France. For two years, he hid in religious
houses and monasteries.







Robert Schuman
in post-war Europe
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In 1945, the war ended with the defeat of
Nazi Germany. Back in Paris, Schuman was
criticised for voting to grant full powers to
Pétain and considered ineligible for office.
The High Court ultimately dismissed the
charge against him, and Schuman was able
to resume his political career.

He was appointed as Minister of Finance
in 1946 and Prime Minister one year later,
before becoming Foreign Minister in 1948.
Schuman signed the major international
post-war treaties for France.




Despite all his responsibilities, Robert
Schuman maintained close links with his
friends and family and also with Luxembourg,
the country of his birth.




But with the start of the Cold War and the Iron Curtain dividing the
continent in two, it seemed that peace in Europe was once again
hanging by a thread. Schuman believed that a revival of the European
spirit was needed to bring about lasting peace.




With relations between France and Germany still strained, Schuman
remained committed to the European idea, despite much criticism,
and he continued to work tirelessly for the reconciliation
of the two countries.







From the Declaration
of 9 May to “Pilgrim
of Europe”
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On 9 May 1950, in an address inspired

by Jean Monnet, Schuman proposed

the pooling of coal and steel resources

in France and the Federal Republic of
Germany (FRG) in an organisation open to
the other countries of Europe.

The Schuman Plan, prepared in the utmost
secrecy, was a bold project: to bring together
the two long-standing enemies, create

a shock wave to launch the process of
European unification and establish lasting
peace in Europe.




One year later, on 18 April 1951, the FRG,
Belgium, Luxembourg, France, Italy and
the Netherlands signed the Treaty of Paris
establishing the European Coal and Steel
Community, or ECSC.

This initiated the process of European
integration, which would ultimately result in
the establishment of the European Union.




He was elected as the first President of the
European Parliamentary Assembly from
1958 to 1960, and at the end of his term the
Assembly gave him the title of

“Father of Europe”.

Robert Schuman decided to end his
ministerial career in 1956. From that point
on he became a tireless advocate of the
European cause, heading the European
Movement from 1955 to 1961.




Robert Schuman at the
7th Europa-Union Congress,
Hanover, 1954




But in 1962 he began to suffer from ill health and decided to
withdraw to his house in Scy-Chazelles, where he died on
4 September 1963.




Robert Schuman’s
funeral procession at
Metz Cathedral,

7 September 1963







The Robert Schuman
House in Clausen
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It was in this imposing residence, rented by the Schuman family,
that the young Robert spent his childhood and adolescence.

The house is in Clausen, a district of Luxembourg City; it is set in
green surroundings with a view of the historic fortifications and the
skyline of the upper city.



Once known as the “Villa Feyden”, the
house was built between 1872 and 1873

by Luxembourgish lawyer Jean-Nicolas
Feyden. The Demuth-Wilhelm family bought
it in 1899, but the Schumans continued

to rent the property until Eugénie Duren
died in 1911. The villa was subsequently
home to the Luxembourgish historian Jules
Wilhelm and his family.

45



46

During the 1970s, the first discussions took place on what should
become of the house where Robert Schuman had grown up. In
1985, the Jacques Santer government finally decided that it should
be bought by the state and turned into a place of memory, history
and scholarly research. The importance of the house as a heritage
site, not only for Luxembourg but also for France and the European
Communities, was recognised.



In 1991, the house became the premises

of the Centre d’études et de recherches
européennes Robert Schuman (Robert
Schuman Centre for European Research —
CERE), founded by Professor Gilbert Trausch.
Since 2016, when the CERE was integrated
into the University of Luxembourg, the
University has been responsible for the
conservation of the Robert Schuman House.
The Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary
and Digital History (C2DH) at the University

of Luxembourg currently has the task of
preserving this place of memory and bringing
its historical significance to life.
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