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• Debate on (« excessive ») economic growth, quality of life and development

• Brief history of Pibien-être project

• Some results

• Value added and income increases happiness

• Some difficulties

• Overcoming shortfalls: synthetizing informations, forecasting quality of life 

• Additional questions and challenges

• Policy relevance and démocratic appropriation

• Where to go from here? 

Conversation about usefulness of « PIBien-être », statistical
difficulities and political challenges
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Too much growth for a small country?







Growth, social capital and happiness

• the erosion of social capital in some developed and developing

countries can be the result of the emphasis on economic

growth, while paying little attention to its side effects, such as

income inequality

• Promoting economic growth and social capital, while

containing income inequality can be the way towards happier

and (perhaps) more sustainable societies (Bartolini and Sarracino, STATEC,2016)



• OECD „Statistics, knowledge and policy„(Palermo, 2004)

• Stiglitz-Sen- Fitoussi Report (Sorbonne, 2009)

• CES-CSDD: compromise list  of indicators (2010-2014)

• First STATEC report  2017 (Peroni,Fumarco, Sarracino)

• Next Report 2019 ?

A brief history of the Luxembourg „Pibienêtre“project



• The 60 indicators by domains: Table

63 consensual indicators 







• The 63 indicators : too much ? 

• Is the framework well suited, what is missing ?

• Missing  anker in philosophy,  „eudemonia / hedonism“

• Sociology, psychology or „happiness studies“

• Expertise lacking : health and psychotrops

• Data constraints: comparable (EU), chronology, meaningful, heterogeneity 

• Data shortage and timely availability: arbitrage, inventivity

• Subjective/psychological  or objective

• Give a broad and nuanced picture of the dimensions of „wellbeing“

Some questions on the way foward
„Quality of life in Luxembourg the PIBien-être
project“



• Debate on the goal of public policy: who should take care? Government, 
individuals, families, ngos…?

• Growth-debate: sustainable, selective, qualitative, inclusive, intelligent,…

• Make it simple: inequaltiy, Gni /head, CO2, unempoyment

• Promote, equalize happiness? 

• Intergrating „pibienêtre“ in official policy documents, parlementary debates (see 
oecd)

Policy making



Evidence based policy? 

Uncece geneva, statiscs commission, 2008
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